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P eletisara Piumafua Tauti was born on January 10, 1978 at Mercy Hospital in San

Diego, CA to Peletisara Tolo Tauti and Elaine Faiai, whom he loved dearly. He
was named by his maternal grandfather because he wanted to name him after the

highest mountain peak (Piumafua) in the island of Manu’a, American Samoa.

Peletisara, known to most as Pepe as a child, then Peleki or Pele, had a presence like
no other. He attended Mead kindergarten and then Chollas Elementary schools in

San Diego, CA, before his family relocated to Virginia Beach, VA in 1991. He attended
Plaza Elementary and Plaza Middle schools and graduated from Ocean Lakes High

School in 1996. He was involved in the drama club, girls step team and selected to

attend a German academy in Virginia Beach. He was loved by his teachers and fellow
students and wanted to be a German teacher. Peleki’s maternal grandparents

(Vaipousa Komiti Faiai & Merita Faiai) surprised him at his graduation and later that
year he decided to return home to San Diego, CA because he wanted to be with his

grandparents who he loved dearly. He worked at Tower Records, Hollywood Videos

then finally he was hired by Reo Vista Healthcare Center in National City, CA where
he enjoyed working and spending time with his co-workers. He was such a carefree

spirit who carried a natural light that could brighten any room. Whatever he did,
whether he was binge watching reality shows, having lunch club get together with his

aunts and cousins, spending time with his cousins on cousins day and challenging
people on their music knowledge, he did it with such finesse. He loved spending

time with his family and was always the life of the party at the family events. When

he taught his little nephews and niece, not how to count on their fingers, but to throw
up a four and a five, shouting out to Falima, he did with style. When he had

disagreements with his uncles, he would make his opinion known, but follow up with
an apology or peace offering that could not be denied. Peleki always followed his

instincts, his heart and his love for music and dancing had no bounds. People

Obituary Peletisara Piumafua Tauti
JAN  10, 19 7 8  -  MAY 12 , 2 0 2 0

Peletisara Piumafua Tauti
JAN  1 0 , 1 97 8 -  MAY  1 2 , 2 0 2 0

PAGE 3 OF 9



gravitated towards him because of his energy, charisma and zest for life. On Tuesday,

May 12, 2020, Peleki passed away unexpectedly and a bright light in our lives
darkened. Although he is no longer with us his bright light will continue to shine

everywhere and the memories of his infectious laugh and his dance moves will
forever be in our hearts.

Peleki was the loving, caring, and very patient partner to Jorge Espinosa. They lived

together in Tijuana, Mexico, for close to twelve years. They met after Jorge messaged
Peleki on MySpace and subsequently went out on a date on December 5, 2008 at

Balboa Park’s December Nights. Peleki and Jorge were a couple from that day
forward. Peleki loved going out to the many spots in Tijuana, be it a hip little bar by

the border to the humble taco stand down the street. They had a dog, Lola, which

they both pampered. Peleki shared his energy, love of life and music with Jorge. He
brought much joy, laughter, whimsy, and attitude into the relationship. Peleki was

usually pushing Jorge to do things that he otherwise would hesitate to do and taught
him to be more open to new experiences. Peleki was also a much-loved member of

Jorge’s family, and will be missed by Jorge’s parents, sister, brother-in-law, nephew,

cousins, friends, and the many aunts that adopted him as their nephew.
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VIEWING

Garden Chapel at Greenwood

4300 Imperial Ave., San Diego CA 92113

Graveside  Service

Greenwood Memorial Park

4300 Imperial Avenue, San Diego CA 92113
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Thursday,May 21, 2020

3:00 PM - 11:00 PM PT

Monday,May 17, 2021

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM PT
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PH Patsy Hattori posted:

Pele was my student in German class at Ocean Lakes HS. He had a vibrant joy about him and a

warm camaraderie with everyone in class. I can remember where he sat, and I can remember

conversations with him after classes. That is a gift from him I will always have. I am deeply

saddened to learn of his death. I send my condolences to his partner and him family. Pele’s joy

lives on in your memories. Sincerely, Patsy Hattori

May 22 at 6:13 AM

HT Hana  Tuitama  posted:

Peleki, my beautiful friend with the dopest dance moves that served the fiercest face, curated

the most sonically beautiful playlists and had the most interesting views on life (thank you for

documenting all of this on social media). I remember when I first heard about you and then saw

you I felt like I wasn't alone because it was another beautiful Samoan that was into the same

eclectic music, art, views, dance moves! There will never be another and I'm devastated you're

not here physically and intend to live the rest of my days like you have. En vida y en muerte...alofa

atu Peleki! Your Straight G.F., Hana Tuitama

May 21 at 12:29 PM

MV Monica, Hector  & Valentina  posted:

"Away in distance but near in heart, prayers and soul. Pele will be always in our hearts and

memories. A great human being!! Will be missed very, very much!! "Love you always...Monica,

Hector and ValentinaThe Perez Lizarraga Family

May 21 at 9:32 AM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style  to the Tauti family.

May 21 at 7:25 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful Dreams to the Tauti family.

May 20 at 3:12 PM
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Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Tauti family.

May 20 at 12:33 AM

PK Paul And Karey sent a Small Garden Dish to the Tauti family.

May 19 at 1:17 PM

Anonymous sent a Days of Sunshine Bouquet to the Tauti family.

May 19 at 12:17 PM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style  to the Tauti family.

May 19 at 12:17 PM

Anonymous sent a Guiding Light Bouquet to the Tauti family.

May 19 at 8:28 AM

LA Love Randy And Tim  sent a Ringed by Love to the Tauti family.

May 19 at 6:00 AM
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Anonymous sent a Pink Tribute Spray to the Tauti family.

May 18 at 1:58 PM

Anonymous sent an A New Sunrise Spray to the Tauti family.

May 18 at 1:53 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Peletisara by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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